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The Mackinac Island State Park Commission was created by the Michigan legislature on May 31, 1895. The
commission’s purpose was to administer Michigan’s first state park, which had previously been Mackinac National
Park, the United States’ second national park, from 1875 to 1895. The commission’s jurisdiction was extended in
1909 to Michilimackinac State Park in Mackinaw City, Michigan’s second state park. Over 80 percent of Mackinac
Island is now included within the boundaries of Mackinac Island State Park, which also contains Fort Mackinac
historic site. Colonial Michilimackinac and Old Mackinac Point Lighthouse are located within Michilimackinac
State Park. In 1983 the commission also opened Historic Mill Creek Creek State Park, east of Mackinaw City. The
historic sites and parks are together known as Mackinac State Historic Parks. Annual visitation to all these parks
and museums is nearly 1,000,000. Mackinac State Historic Parks has been accredited by the American Alliance of
Museums since 1972.
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Phil Porter, Director
Mackinac State Historic Parks

Dear Friends,
Mackinac State Historic Parks is pleased to share the story of another successful year!

Notable accomplishments in 2019 include launching the Mackinac Island Artist-in-Residence program,
constructing the Mackinac Island Botanical Trail, and installing new exhibits in the Fort Mackinac North
Blockhouse and Post Headquarters, and Colonial Michilimackinac Soldiers” Barracks. We replaced the Arch
Rock viewing platform fence, constructed the Mackinac Island restroom/shelter, and completed the brick
restoration at Old Mackinac Point Lighthouse. We published Mémoires of Michilimackinac, the fourth in
our series of French translation publications, and drafted the Mackinac State Historic Parks Strategic Plan,
2020-2022.

We initiated work on the Mackinac Island Native American Museum at the Biddle House and restoration
and interpretation of the second floor of Old Mackinac Point Lighthouse. We completed our 61st
consecutive year of historical archaeology at Colonial Michilimackinac and our 31st consecutive year of
education outreach programs.

We accomplished all of this while successfully hosting nearly 1,000,000 park and historic sites guests and
managing our accounting and personnel systems. We continue to administer dozens of leases, use permits,
franchises and concessions. We oversee our collections, mitigate invasive species, operate seven museum
stores, and manage three state parks, the Mackinac Island Airport, a multitude of historic buildings and
sites, and dozens of support facilities.

As always, we appreciate the great support of the Mackinac Associates board of directors and membership.
Their support in 2019 funded a multitude of important projects that allowed us to successfully fulfill our
mission of protecting, preserving and presenting Mackinac’s rich historic and natural resources.

On behalf of the Mackinac Island State Park Commission and the Mackinac State Historic Parks staff —
'Thank you!
1]
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WE PROTECT, PRESERVE AND PRESENT MACKINAC’S RICH HISTORIC
AND NATURAL RESOURCES TO PROVIDE OUTSTANDING EDUCATIONAL
AND RECREATIONAL EXPERIENCES FOR THE PUBLIC.
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PRESENTING HISTORY

Interpretation, Education and Publications

Mackinac State Historic Parks presents the rich history of the Straits of Mackinac
through a wide variety of resources including exhibits and live interpretation, education
activities, and a comprehensive publication program.

Initiatives for 2019 included the installation of the Mackinac Island Botanical Trail, the
debut of the Mackinac Island Artist-in-Residence and Station 256 Conference Room,

new exhibits at Fort Mackinac in the North Blockhouse and Office, an update to the
Soldier's Barracks at Colonial Michilimackinac, installation of the annual art exhibit
atThe Richard and Jane Manoogian Mackinac Art Museum, successful completion of

the 31st year of education outreach programs, special themed weekends at Colonial
Michilimackinac and Fort Mackinac, hosting nearly 3,000 guests at Fort Fright at Colonial
Michilimackinac, publication of Mémoires of Michilimackinac and the Pays d’en Haut, and
updates to Historic Mill Creek Discovery Park and the Historic Mackinac Island Visitor's

Above: Grand opening of the Mackinac Island Botanical Trail. Left to right: Jane Manoogian, Jack Barnwell,
Victor Callewaert and Phil Porter. Below left: Lead Interpreter Jim Evans in the new Soldier’s Barracks
exhibit at Colonial Michilimackinac. Below right: The new Office exhibit at Fort Mackinac.
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Treasures from the Sand:

On August 24 the archaeology field crew completed this summer’s excavation at House E of
the Southeast Rowhouse at Colonial Michilimackinac. This was the 61st consecutive summer
of excavations at Michilimackinac, making it one of the longest-running archaeology
programs in North America. House E was first occupied by Charles Henri Desjardins de
Rupallay de Gonneville, and later by an as-yet-unidentified English trader.

The root cellar in the southeast corner of the house continued to yield interesting artifacts.
These included the final piece of the creamware plate found in 2018, a large piece of a
Chinese export porcelain saucer that matches others found in 2018, a trade silver brooch, a
brass serpentine sideplate from a British trade gun, and a leg bone and hoof from a pig or
sheep. Additional sections of the cellar wall planks were exposed as well.

Another deep feature in the south-central area of the house was noted at the end of the
2018 season. In 2019 it became better defined, taking on a rectangular shape. A few
previously excavated houses at Michilimackinac have had two root cellars, and this could be
another one. The area contained numerous interesting artifacts, including a large structural
hinge, the base of a British case (square) bottle, a two-tined fork, a circular trade silver
brooch (wider than the one above), and a small iron “dart” point.

The northwest area of the excavation was the most intriguing. Two rows of charred vertical
planks, which intersect at a right angle, were uncovered. This area was not as artifact rich as
the others, but did contain a large cache of burned corn. It is earler than, and cut into by, the
second possible cellar.




Archaeology at Michilimackinac

Opposite page, clockwise: Brass serpentine sideplate for a British trade
gun; two-tined fork; Chinese export porcelain saucer; British case bottle;
trade silver brooch.

Top left: Archaeological Field Supervisor Alex Conell with the final piece of
the creamware plate.

Top right: A small iron “dart” point.

Middle left: The creamware plate put together with the pieces unearthed
during the 2018 field season.

Middle right: A new feature in the northwest area of the dig, featuring
two rows of charred vertial planks.

Bottom left: Large structural hinge found in the possible root cellar.
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Collections Acquisitions

Well over 300 artifacts were added to the permanent collection this year, notably several
significant works of art. Many acquisitions were made through purchase and include numerous
objects, archival material and photographs. Most significant of all were items from the collection
of the late Ronald J. Rolando. A businessman, collector and dealer from Leonard, Michigan,

many remember Ron from his prominence at the Grand Hotel antique show, which he managed
during its final years. After it ended, he continued to sell items during the hotel's annual history
weekend. When he died in 2018 he left both a large inventory of items as well as a large personal
collection of Mackinac material. We always had a close professional relationship with Ron, and he
had promised to offer us these Mackinac pieces. Keeping his promise, his wife Dora and daughter
Dawn invited us to select items from this unequaled collection of Mackinac art and mementos.
From this we chose dozens of early souvenir items and works of art. The former includes first-
class German porcelain pieces and twentieth-century Staffordshire ware. Among the paintings
are nearly a dozen works by Stanley Bielecky, both watercolors and oils. Ron had generously
loaned some of these for the Bielecky show at the Mackinac Art Museum in 2016. Also of note is
an 1874 Mackinac oil of the east shore by artist Henry Chapman Ford of Chicago. This is one of
only two known Mackinac works that were produced by Ford, in fact one of the few non-California
Ford paintings in existence. It will join the Fairy Arch painting by Ford (on long-term loan from
Commission Vice-chairman Richard and Jane Manoogian) at the Mackinac Art Museum in the
spring. Another wonderful item from Ron'’s collection was the Mackinac County flag that he had
always displayed in his sales booth. It was one of 83 such flags commissioned by the J. L. Hudson
Department Store in Detroit in 1940, one for each Michigan county, and flown over the store

in September of that year. One of the few known to have survived, the design features the Fort
Mackinac blockhouse. The purchase of the Rolando collection was made through the Martin and
Patricia Jahn Collections Development Fund.

Highlights of collection donations (see sidebar) include ninety-four pieces of fine etched glass
and crystal by Frank Kriesche, given by descendent Harold Kriesche. We have numerous examples
of ruby-stained pressed glass by the legendary island glass engraver, but his set of various pieces
of stemware and decanters adds significantly to the fine Kriesche glassware in our collection.
Another notable donated piece is the engine plate from the SS Fred McBrier by Tom Farnquist.

It remains gratifying that we continue to receive these significant shipwreck artifacts, which was
the hope of Chuck and Jeri Feltner when they donated their own collection to help establish our
Straits of Mackinac Shipwreck Museum at Old Mackinac Point Lighthouse.

Left: Detail from a Stanley Bilecky oil painting.
Opposite, top: Ron and Dora Rolando in front of the
Mackinac County Flag in 2001. Photo courtesy of the
Mackinac Island Town Crier.

Opposite, center: German made souvenir porcelain
china.

Opposite, center left: Engine plate from the SS Fred

McBrier.

Opposite, center right: Engraved glass pitcher by Frank
Kriesche.

Opposite, bottom: Detail of 1874 Mackinac shore by
Henry Chapman Ford.







By the Numbers

Mackinac State Historic Parks hosted nearly 1,000,000 guests at its parks and historic sites in
2019. Of those million, over 380,000 entered a ticketed location. Exciting public programs
and exhibits, an effective media campaign, and productive partnerships with several area
businesses and organizations drew visitors to our sites f(gm across the globe.
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HISTORIC DOWNTOWN

MACKINAC

Attendance Revenue

Attendance revenue was up 0.74% over 2018, thanks in part to a minor increase in ticket
prices, our Partners Program, sales of the Adventure Tour at Historic Mill Creek Discovery
Park, exciting special events, and robust internet sales.
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Attendance Revenue:
2019: $3,222,008.16
2018: $3,189,228.75

Partners/Internet: Adventure Tour: Fort Fright: An American Picnic:
2019: $394,819.75  2019:$115,253.00 2019: $24,382.00 2019: $14,083.50
2018: $301,646.74  2018:$100,320.40  2018: $23,663.94 2018: $11,261.00

Thanks to our ticketing and strategic partners:

I I I Shepler's Mackinac Island Ferry Mackinac Island Carriage Tours
Diamond Tours Mackinaw City Chamber of Tourism
( > Lakeshore Excursions Island House Hotel
HK Events Grand Hotel
Murray Hotel Great Adventure Tours
Z Mackinac Revealed Mission Point Resort
Baymont Inn & Suites Inn on Mackinac
Bob Rogers Travel Tauck World Discovery
Lake View Hotel Student Adventures
mParks Brightspark Travel
Q Central Michigan University Harbour View Inn
Corporate Travel Service Educational Tours
Chippewa Hotel Lilac Tree Hotel
Z Premier World Discovery American Semester Program
Bicycle Street Inn Gate 1 Travel
I_I_I Midwest Tours Tour Trends
Bob Neff Tours Michigan Department of Transportation
US Tours Greenlight Group Tours
Star Line Mackinac Island Ferry Terrapin Tours
< Museum Store Sales
Museum store sales continue to rise year over year under the leadership of Sales Manager

Suzette Schmalzried, whose first full season was 2014. 2019 marked the first year sales
broke $1,000,000.
Museum store sales since 2014:
2019: $1,000,844.41 2016: $894,506.00

2018: $941,712.91 2015: $840,770.00
2017: $928,033.13 2014: $783,486.00
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RECOGNITION

Mackinac - Our Famous Island

2019 saw the premiere of Mackinac -
Our Famous Island, a joint production
between Detroit PublicTV and
Mackinac State Historic Parks. The

exciting documentary took viewers MAC CIN A C

along the many shores and trails of cull
Mackinac Island to experience its ___ g\) (/ / gy
natural beauty, visited landmarks 272 APNROLLL 2242748
that reveal its earliest history and : Pl

introduced the people who still work e r————
to preseve this special place. It also

aimed to show that there is far more to
the island than horses and fudge.

The premiere was on February 28th, ‘
with an event at the Detroit Public TV " |
studios in Wixom.The program drew a
2.4 Nielsen, more than 2,000 unique
views of the live stream, and viewers
from 47 states, Washington D.C. and
nine countries. During the broadcast
viewers pledged more than $18,000

h . At the premiere of Mackinac - Our Famous Island a7 the
to the station. Detroit Public TV studios in Wixom.

Outstanding Visitor Experiences
Seven of Mackinac State Historic

— Parks' sites were awarded the
/7 N\ TripAdvisor Certificate of
" _CERTIFICATEof '\ Excellence in 2019.

[ EXCELLENCE \
Arch Rock

Colonial Michilimackinac
Fort Holmes
Fort Mackinac
Historic Mill Creek Discovery Park
Mackinac Island State Park
Old Mackinac Point Lighthouse




”Amézing views and lots of history! .
A must do if you visit the island. We
* have 6,8 and 12 year oId k|ds and we
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PROTECTING HISTORY

Improving our Parks

Mackinac State Historic Parks continues its uncompromising effort to care for and
improve its park resources for travelers from around the world. Park enhancement
projects for 2019 included the repairing and painting of multiple structures, adding
interpretive signs, installation of the Mackinac Island Botanical Trail, the addition of
two chimneys to the Soldier's Barracks at Colonial Michilimackinac, combating invasive
species, construction of the Huron Road Restrooms and Pavillion, and the much needed
repaving of sections of Arch Rock Road.

Top: Before and after of Arch Rock Road, one of the
most traveled roads on Mackinac Island.

Middle left: National Restoration was contracted to
construct the chimneys for the new Soldier’s Barracks
exhibit at Colonial Michilimackinac.

Middle right: Carpenter John McClure installing an
interpretive sign on the Mackinac Island Botanical
Trail.

Bottom: Removing invasive species within
Mackinac Island State Park.




"ReaIIygreattourgmdewﬂltakeyou '
%#;;' back in time. Powered by water and very
= powerful equipment. Great hiking and
f S|mplywonderfu|peopleatthe Park a

%‘Te hldden gem

"Loved this litle find - shipwreck museum, :

lighthouse with nice views and great &

 history of the busy shipping area of the |
-- VrGreat Lakes Recommend this! .
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Volunteers

In 2019 volunteers donated 30,454 hours of
service time to Mackinac State Historic Parks.
Volunteers supported a wide variety of activities
including historical archaeology, collections
management, interpretation, park maintenance,
and visitor services. As usual, the largest number
of volunteer hours was recorded by the more
than 800 boy and girl scouts who participated in
the Mackinac Island Scout Service Program.
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NZ. ASSOCIATES

Friends Preserving and Sharing Mackinac's Heritage
ackinac Associates, the nonprofit 2

friends group supporting Mackinac
State Historic Parks, continued to provide
support in a variety of ways during the
2019 season. Special projects funded totaled
$173,950. Some of the larger projects
included the Office exhibit and new bunting
at Fort Mackinac, the Barracks exhibit and
new entry signs at Colonial Michilimackinac,
replacement of interpretive signs across
park sites, and a reprint of Were-Wolves and
Will-O-The-Wisps: French Tales of Mackinac
Retold. And last, but not least, our continuing
support of education outreach programs is
something Mackinac Associates continues to
be proud of. Each year Mackinac Associates
provides funding to send staff and interpreters
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into classrooms across the state and provide The annual G. Mennen Williams Mackinac Celebration was hosted
scholarships to schools to help support their by Michael and Wendy and Skip and Rachael Young, and featured an
visit to a Mackinac State Historic Parks site.  apperance from Governor Whitmer.

During this past year Mackinac Associates, through the tremendous support of our members, raised the funds necessary to
convert the Biddle House into the new Mackinac Island Native American Museum that will open in 2020.

2019 events saw record attendance. The Annual G. Mennen Williams Mackinac Celebration was hosted at the cottage of
Michael and Wendy Young on the West Bluff and enjoyed a visit from Governor Whitmer during the cocktail reception. The
annual meeting in August was held at Historic Mill Creek Discovery Park. We bid a fond farewell to Mary Jane Barnwell and
Mark Mercer for years of dedicated service to the Mackinac Associates Board of Trustees as they had served the maximum
number of terms and welcomed Stephen Murray and
Sheldon Smith as their replacements.

This past year also saw the establishment of our Legacy
Society giving us a formal way to recognize and encourage
planned giving opportunities. An electronic newsletter is
now being sent between issues of Curiosities and a Facebook

page was launched.
| We continue to appreciate our members and their support

: g Lp /82 : through membership dues and contributions. It is through
New board members Stephen Murray and Sheldon Smith at  their generosity that we are able to fulfill our mission of

the Annual Meeting. preserving and sharing Mackinac’s heritage.
Board of Trustees
Peter Pellerito, President Harriet McGraw, Vice President Tom Lockwood, Secretary/Treasurer
Jack Barnwell Jeb Burns Kathy Lieder
Wesly Maurer Stephen Murray Ann Parrish
Todd Petersen Nancy Porter Sheldon Smith

Skip Young
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